Teaching Reading & Writing to Teenagers with DS

Young people of all ages and ability will need a variety of resources for teaching and learning. Some resources can be bought although many are likely to be created at school and home. These will include:

· word cards

· computer software packages, both with content and content-free software for personal content creation. 
· books, worksheets and activities, home or school made - (differentiated if necessary, i.e. simplified to the teenager's level of understanding and skill)
· published reading, phonics and writing schemes, text books, worksheets, booklets and programmes of work

· a language book, to practise grammar targeted for the individual, e.g. comparatives, pronouns, tenses

· tape recorder, for recording ideas for writing

· resources and apparatus for meaningful writing - e.g. letters, diaries, newspapers

· a scribe, to record from spoken language and tape

· a range of conceptual aids and techniques to enhance recording, e.g. spider diagrams, webs, maps and other types of writing frames

· creative use of pictures to support understanding of concepts and to aid memory

· a conversation diary, for personal language, to aid communication, speech and language
Recommended order for matching
· Picture to picture

· Word to word (matching, naming and selecting)

· Word to picture (comprehension game, adds interest, demonstrates reading ability and understanding)

Matching, selecting and naming are steps in early word learning
· Teenagers will be able to match written words before being able to select them

· Teenagers will be able to select written words before being able to say them

· Teenagers learn to read words faster if words are not attached to pictures
· Word to picture games should be a separate comprehension activity
Teaching methods

Teenagers with Down syndrome learn to read in the same way as all other children but they may need smaller steps, more practice and more structured guidance to achieve success. Teaching methods (input - e.g. spoken and visually supported) and pupil response methods (output - e.g. writing, flashcards, computer) that provide structure and guidance, with graded levels of support, will promote successful learning for all levels of work.
Methods will include:

· matching games of various types

· copying games

· selecting games

· choosing for a missing word or 'cloze' task to complete sentences

· finding the last word or part of a sentence (by selecting a word card, sentence card, or on the computer)

· offering limited choices for pupils to choose answers from, rather than asking them to say or think of the answers

· and a graded progression from supported work to self created and independent work

· encouraging pupils to write down words they are learning to read

· teaching spellings

